PART FIVE

The Wimmera's Flowing Tale is an initiative of Wimmera

’ Catchment Management Authority, working to protect the values
of the Wimmera River for the benefit of the entire community.

\4

Tlove a sunburnt country, =
A land of sweeping plains, o~
Of ragged mountain ranges,

Of droughts and flooding rains. | gt <

From ‘My Country’, Dorothea Mackellar
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When Australian poet Dorothea Mackeller penned I_OO kl n g ba C

the.se words n 1904, s_he capture.d what makes this Flood events in September and December 2010,
region so special and in the last line, what the people foll d by one of the bi t floods in th o
of the Wimmera have experienced throughout the otowed by one of the biggest floods In the

past decade Wimmera's history in January 2011 caused hardship

to many people.
When rain returned in spring 2009 it was the cause of

great celebration, but little did everyone know that
more rain was to come and when it did, it would not
only cause more celebration but heartbreak as well.

It has also led to an explosion of life... both good -
such as masses of birds and catfish breeding... and
bad - with increasing numbers of carp and the
inevitable spread of weeds into places they've never
been before.

Jonathan Starks looks for birds at Lake
Hindmarsh after water returns in late 2010.
Photo by Melissa Powell Photography

PS Jonathan is still waiting for pelicans to
breed again at Lake Hindmarsh

? - a "1967 I think, was the Iast tlme pellcans were recorded

breeding at Lake Hindmarsh. Now that they have m ved
in because of the water and fish levels, it'’d bereally
interesting to know if they are going to breed here agam
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- Priority is often given to waterways with the
highest values of threatened and iconic species

. such as catfish for example.
Regulated environmental water releases are

prioritised based on the total volume of water in + Priority is also given to waterways where fish and
storage and desired outcomes. Objectives change vegetation communities are in a good condition
depending on the climate and water availability - to ensure they remain in good condition.
from protecting key refuges in drought to
facilitating the dispersal, diversity and abundance
of native plants and animals during wetter times.

« These high priority waterways also attract strong
community involvement to enhance their values
through activities such as fencing, revegetation

The best ecological intentions are always the key and weed control — what happens alongside a

driver for decision making on where river has a direct impact on what happens within

environmental water flows should go. ariver.
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