
Lesson 1: The First Nations Peoples 

of the Wimmera region 

People of the Wotjobaluk Nations have been living in the area we now call the Wimmera for at least 

40,000 years. Over centuries, close links have been made by various kinship groups with numerous 

features of the landscape such as the Grampians mountains, Mount Arapiles and the Wimmera River. 

Wherever and whenever people moved and settled, they needed above all else, a reliable supply of 

water. The same is true of all peoples but is most obvious in drier places such as north Africa, 

central Asia and inland Australia. 

Task 1 

Access the interactive map at https://achris.vic.gov.au/#/onlinemap. 

This is a GIS map that allows you to turn layers off and on. To use all the features of this map you 

need to be authorized to do so but there are some publicly available layers that are useful. 

These layers can be accessed using the button shown below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1. A screen shot of the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Register and Information System map. 

Source: https://achris.vic.gov.au/#/onlinemap 

 

1. Using this tool, identify the Registered Aboriginal Party (RAP) for the Wimmera region of 

north-west Victoria. 

 

 
2. What is the RAP for the region in which you live? 

 
 

 

https://achris.vic.gov.au/#/onlinemap


Language is important 

On the map, the name given to the RAP for this region is Barengi Gadjin Land Council. The phrase 

‘Barengi Gadjin’ can also be used for the Wimmera River (Barringgi Gadyin) and associated water 

features including streams, wetlands, billabongs and underground water that are connected to the 

Wimmera River. This is a Wergaia word, one of the five Traditional Owner groups of this region. The 

other four are the Wotjobaluk, Jaadwa, Jadawadjali and Jupagulk peoples. These five groups are 

collectively referred to as the Wotjobaluk Nations. The Eastern Maar peoples, whose 

traditional lands lie in Southwest Victoria, also have RAP status for lands that stretch into the 

Wimmera region. 

3. Turn off all layers (except the base map). Zoom into the map using the slider on the side of 

the map. How many different types of water features can you find in this region? 

 
 

 

Task 2 

Read the following passage from Growing What Is Good Country Plan Voices Of The Wotjobaluk 

Nations and complete the activities that follow it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Source: https://www.bglc.com.au/bglc-country-plan 

1. What were some of the reasons for the movement of people in this region? 
 
 

 
2. How did First Nations people use and manage the food resources? 

 
 

 
 

http://www.bglc.com.au/bglc-country-plan


3. List all the water resources mentioned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4. Lake Hindmarsh, which was an important area for large gatherings, is typical of many 

waterbodies in the Wimmera region. Use Google Earth to explore this lake. 

a. Describe the way in which the land surrounding Lake Hindmarsh is used today. 
 
 
 

 
b. Use the ‘History’ tool at the top of the screen to access historical aerial photographs and 

satellite images of this region. You can use the slider to move backwards and forwards in 

time. 

Figure 2. Screenshot of Google Earth showing ‘History’ tool and slider.  

Source: Map data ©2024 Google. 

c. Use the slider to find an image of Lake Hindmarsh with low water levels. Take a 

screenshot of this image or use the ‘Copy Image’ tool in the drop-down ‘Edit’ menu. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
d. Now find an image of the lake when it was full with water, perhaps even flooding the 

surrounding wetland. Copy this image and place it beside the previous image in your 

notes. 

e. Why do you think the amount of water in Lake Hindmarsh changes over time? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://earth.google.com/web/%400%2C-4.55680005%2C0a%2C22251752.77375655d%2C35y%2C0h%2C0t%2C0r/data%3DOgMKATA


Task 2 

First Nations connection to water 

Refer to page 5 of the Growing What Is Good Country Plan Voices Of The Wotjobaluk Nations which 

depicts an artwork by Aunty Nancy Harrison, a respected Wotjobaluk Elder and artist. Look carefully 

at the painting and her description beside it. 

1. In small groups, identify all the features on the painting as described by the artist. 

2. In her description, Aunty Nancy states that her goal is to show that ‘all things are connected.’ 

How does this painting show that people are connected to features of the natural landscape 

such as rivers and animals? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Task 3 

Tchingal: The Killer Emu! 

Like many people groups all over the world, the Wotjobaluk Peoples pass on stories of creation that 

help to explain the natural features of the landscape including the plants, animals, birds, rivers and 

mountains. One of the stories from Wotjobaluk Country includes Tchingal, a ferocious killer emu who 

feasted on flesh, including that of humans! 

1. Listen to the story of Tchingal. While you listen, make a list of all of the features of the 

landscape whose creation is explained in this story. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. Describe the creation of the Wimmera River from this story. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5M5dH3_D4gw

